[Is the clinical diagnosis of acute appendicitis good enough?].
In order to estimate the specificity of the clinical diagnosis of acute appendicitis, case records of 148 patients, who underwent appendectomy or who were diagnosed as having periappendicular abscess during one year at a regional hospital in Denmark were analyzed. Operations without finding acute appendicitis occurred in 25.4 per cent of the patients. The group of women in the fertile age (12-50 years) was prone to unnecessary surgery (51.9 per cent in this group had a normal appendix). In children, men and non-fertile women only a few patients had unnecessary surgery. Belated diagnoses (perforation and/or abscess) were found truly in 10.7 per cent of the cases, and, with a significant higher incidence, in elderly patients (age greater than 50 years). The possibilities of diminishing the incidence of unnecessary surgery and belated diagnoses are discussed.